by condensing respectively compounds 1 and 2 with 3-formylrifamycin SV, were then examined.
As predicted their antiviral activity (Table 2 ) was several times higher than that of rifampicin. However here an abnormal dose-response effect was observed since these compounds appear to be more active at concentrations of 1~2 jug/ml than at 20~50^g/ml.
The cause of this abnormal effect is now under investigation.
As in the case of rifampicin, we have obtained evidence10) that the RNA polymerase activity extracted from the cytoplasm of infected cells was greatly reduced when the cells were treated with 20jug/ml of compound 2 during infection. It is important to notice that the activity appears to be specific for viruses and that the host We have now found that in a similar experiment the number of foci was reduced to 15% of the control by concentrations of 0.2 jug/ml of compound 5 and of 2//g/ml of compound 3. Whether their action is on the virus replication or is specific for cell transformation has not yet been investigated. 
